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Clarity in Action Ministries

Policy and Procedures

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:
e Establish fair and equitable guidelines that need to be met for the distribution of funds
from Clarity in Action Ministries (“Clarity”) to the local churches.
e Ensure all churches have a clear and consistent understanding of policies and
procedures for working alongside Clarity’s domestic violence fund.
e Comply with Clarity’s purpose which values and cares for victims of domestic abuse by

providing resources to equip the local church in a Christ-honoring way.

Policy
This policy provides criteria for determining allowable or unallowable requests submitted to
Clarity. The following must be met:
1. Certification
1.1 Local churches are required to have a minimum of 50% of their primary leadership
attend Light in the Darkness Training provided by Clarity.
1.2 Local churches are required to have a minimum of 50% of their paid clergy certified
in the Biblical Victim Care Course provided by Clarity.
1.3 “Primary leadership” includes paid clergy and elected officers of the church.
1.4 “Paid clergy” is defined as any individual who receives compensation to spiritually
equip and minister within the local church.
1.5 An individual who has graduated from the Biblical Victim Care Course may request

funds for an individual he/she is personally invested in.

2. Aid Requirements
2.1 The local church is required to link with community resources and utilize local options

to victims for assistance (food banks, social services, county shelter, etc.)
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2.2 The local church is required to evaluate the recipient's financial situation and the
legitimacy of the need.
2.3 The local church is required to help meet the spiritual, financial, and practical needs

of the recipient and communicate what has been provided.

Distribution

3.1 Funds will not be distributed as cash.

3.2 Approved payment requests will be distributed 3-5 business days after receipt and
verification of information.

3.3 Funds are required to be distributed within 30 days of receipt.

3.4 All supporting documents of payment with dates of purchase (receipts, bills of sale)
must be completed and returned to Clarity no later than 60 days after disbursement.

3.5 Funds are not to be distributed to victims and families that are still living in the same
residence with an abusive spouse.

3.6 Funds will not be used to benefit or compensate anyone in any way other than the
sole intended Victim/Survivor recipient who is approved by the Clarity board of directors.
Such sole Victim/Survivor recipient shall be identified confidentially between the local
church and Clarity board of directors.

3.7 Any remaining Clarity funds that are given to the local church to be distributed to the
sole Victim/Survivor recipient, such funds that are not distributed for any reason to the
sole Victim/Survivor recipient shall be returned in full to Clarity within thirty (30) days of

disbursement to the local church.

Emergency Distribution

4.1 Emergency distribution requests will be paid directly from Clarity to the vendor
providing service to the sole Victim/Survivor recipient using online bill pay.

4.2 Approved funds will be made available within 12-24 hours of notification (not to

exceed 48 hours following emergent incident).

Aid Limitations
5.1 A cap will be implemented per request, type of need, and funding available (not to
exceed $2,500/lifetime).
5.2 Caps will be:
e Legal: $1,000
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e Housing: $600-$1,200

e Food/Gas: $250

e Other: $500

e Emergency: not to exceed $500
5.3 If it is determined within one year of distribution that financial aid provided by Clarity
has been misused, the local church will be required to immediately reimburse Clarity in

full. Clarity reserves the right to pursue legal recourse.

6. Confidentiality.
6.1 Confidential information means all information provided by either the local church or
its agents or representatives, or the victim/survivor, which information shall include but
not be limited to information contained in or regarding documents, financial information,
personal identifying information of any party and shall include any information disclosed
orally to allow Clarity to explore or evaluate a possible gift transaction.
6.2 All parties shall maintain as confidential and shall not disclose to third parties without
prior written consent of all parties, any confidential information including but not limited to

the confidential information defined in section 6.1, herein.

Procedure

Churches who are requesting funds from Clarity are required to submit requests as follows:

1.  Local churches must complete the designated application form, along with any appropriate

supporting documentation for financial requests.

2. Local churches must submit all documentation to financialaid@clarityministry.com .

3.  Graduates of the Biblical Victim Care Course must complete the designated application

form, along with any appropriate supporting documentation for financial requests.

4, Graduates of the Biblical Victim Care Course must submit all documentation to

financialaid@clarityministry.org
5. Applications will be approved by a committee appointed by Clarity.

6. Funds requested will be distributed directly, either EFTPS or check, to the requesting

church ifiwhen approved, except when emergency funds are approved. Such emergency
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funds will be distributed by Clarity to the relevant vendor servicing the intended

Victim/Survivor recipient.

7.  Clarity will contact victims/survivors directly and follow up re: specific needs and provision
of their needs.

8. Questions can be directed to kim@clarityministry.org

It is the responsibility of Clarity, the local church and the Victim/Survivor to be familiar with

Clarity Victim Fund policy and procedures.

As a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit entity, Clarity complies with all necessary
requirements of lowa Code Chapter 504 and maintains proper financial documentation
according to Title 26 of the United States Code.



